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2018 LANDMARK DESIGNATION AWARD WINNER 
BRANDENBERGER DRUG STORE 

130 EAST HIGH ST 

 
Owners: James and Irene Tergin 

 
The property at 130 E High Street is known as the Adolph 
Brandenberger Drug Store.  Brandenberger acquired the property 
in 1881 and operated a drug store, the “Deutsche Apothke”, until 
1935.  His heirs and successors continued the drug store 
operations into the late 1950’s. In the early days, the store stocked 
home remedies and patented medicines, as well as medicines 
prescribed by physicians.  The upper floors of the building housed 
dentist’s and doctor’s offices prior to 1920.  One of the physicians 
was Dr. J.S. Summers, a pioneer in ENT 
specialized medicine. 

 

 

This Italianate commercial building was constructed before 1885. 
The building is three stories in height and has ornamental lintels as 
trim.  The first floor façade was altered in 1966 with metal panels 
and glass/aluminum store front.  The property is listed as a 
contributing building within the Missouri State Capitol Historic 
District listed to the National Register of Historic Places in 1976.  

 

 

 

In 2012, the Tergin’s applied and were approved for the City’s 
Commercial Façade Improvement Program.  The project 
included restoring the storefront, balcony reproduction, 
window replacement, and masonry restoration.  The exterior 
renovations were well over $44,000.  In addition, the Tergin’s 
renovated the three apartments above the Coffee Zone Shop, 
naming them the “Brandenberger Apartments”.  

   

Photo from 1976 National 
Register Nomination  

Photo shows building as it appears 
after façade improvement project 



 
 

2018 LANDMARK DESIGNATION AWARD WINNER 
720 EAST HIGH ST 

 
Michael and Donna Deetz 

 

 According to News Tribune story 
“High Street homes earn Golden 
Hammer” by Michelle Brooks, the 
lot where 720 East High is located 
was among 10 purchased from the 
government originally by James 
Bowlin, who served in Congress 
and as chief clerk for the State 
House of Representatives.  Bowlin 
later sold the land to a partnership 
of St. Louis residents. 

Deiderich Ostermann eventually owned some of these lots, and he or his son William, likely 
built this Early German vernacular residential home.  The property has a central entrance 
with modern door flanked on either side by two evenly spaced 3/1 double hung sash with 
stone lug sills, denticulated cornice, gable flares slightly at façade, and interior end 
chimneys at gable, either side.  The property appears on the 1898 Sanborn maps with its 
rear L and L-shaped rear reentrant angle porch.  It appears unchanged on the 1923 
Sanborn. 

Around 1908, the Rev. Joseph Selinger, rector of St. Peter Catholic Church, bought 718 and 
720 East High St. Rev. Selinger rented this property before selling in 1918. Prison guards 
and factory workers owned this property later, and by 1946, the property became two 
apartments.  

In 2010, the Deez’s purchased the 
property.  Rehabilitation began by having 
all the wiring, heating and air, and 
plumbing redone.  Because the house was 
unglazed original brick, the tuckpointing 
had to be done by grinding out each brick 
then priming, reglazing and remortaring. 
The inside was taken down to the brick 
walls.  And they preserved as much of the 
interior as possible including floors and 
transoms.   The property was awarded 
the Golden Hammer award in 2014.  Property as it appeared in East Side Survey completed by 

Urbana Group in 1991. 



 
 

2018 LANDMARK DESIGNATION AWARD WINNER 
1213 ELMERINE AVE 

 
Kevin and Judy Murray 

 

Built in 1926, this two and a half 
story home is clad in brick with a 
high hipped or pyramidal roof with 
a central hipped dormer clad in 
vinyl with a 1/1 replacement 
window. The second floor has two 
paired 1/1 windows with shutters 
and concrete sills. There is a two 
story addition with a flat roof and 
wide eaves that is lightly set back 
from the main façade. The property 
may have been built with this 
addition or it was added shortly 
after construction as it appears in 
the 1939 Sanborn maps.  It is listed 

as a contributing property in the Moreau Drive Historic District National Register Listing.   
 
According to the 1940 Census, John Caskie Collett resided at the property approximately 
from 1935 to 1947.  Mr. Collett was a Judge of the Supreme Court of Missouri from 1935 – 
1937.  He was appointed to the Office of Judge of the United States District Court for both 
the Eastern and Western District of Missouri in 1937 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.  
Ten years later in 1947, President Harry S Truman nominated Mr. Collett to the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit.  He served on that court until he died in 
Kansas City in 1955.  
 

  


